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Devgad Hapus armed with
“unique ID to combat fakes

Pic courtesy: Devgad Taluka Mango Growers Cooperative Society Limited

Mnl_.m
@timesofindia.com

Pune: With mango season
around the corner, Alphonso
mangoes, locally known as
Hapus, have started coming
intothe market,

For years, consumers
struggled to differentiate bet-
ween the real, Gl-certified
Devgad Alphonso and infe-
rior imitations from other re-
gions. Now, mango lovers can
finally buy with confidence—
thanks to the tamper-proof
UID seal (TP seal) system in-
troduced by Devgad Taluka
Mango Growers Cooperative
Society Limited.

Under this system, every

authentic Devgad Alphonso
(Hapus) mango must carry
TP seal sticker tobe marketed
and sold as Devgad Alphonso
or Devgad Hapus. This initia-
tive is set to eliminate coun-
terfeit mangoes and ensure
thatconsumersgetonly genu-
ine, Gl-certified fruit that
Devgad is famous for.

Omkar M Sapre, a board
member of the society, said,
“The Devgad Alphonso
mango, grown in Devgad talu-
ka of Sindhudurg district,

\created a name for itself for

elr nmngoes by sendinga
t{:‘hotugra.ph of the sticker via
WhatsApp to
a century

mandsa premium in the mar-
ket for its unique aroma and
taste. However, over 80% of
mangoes being sold as Dev-
gad Hapus today are not actu-
allyfrom Devgad.”

Sapre added, “This robs
Devgad farmers of rightful
market share, creating severe
social and economic issues.
wers Cooperative Society Li-
mited was compelled to take

= The system reads the sticker
and tells the user to write the
second part of the number at
the back. *The sticker
automatically splits into two
parts when removed

m [f the full code matches with
TP seal UID in the system, the

| consumer gets an automatic
| response, with details such as

farmer’s or vendor’s name,

 village of origin, Gl registration

number, and so on

this step in exercise of the
rightsand powersavailableto
the society under the provi-
sionsof Geographical Indica-
tions Act 1999 as the registe-
red proprietor of Alphonso
GL” The society, which holds
(GI) tag for Devgad Alphonso
mangoes, has now partnered
with Mumbai-based Sun So-
lutions to implement the TP
seal system for authentica-

thisregional treasure.

5

\

tion, protecting the legacy of/
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* Contact No: 779549241/ 7499063884

Gl No: AU/13599/G1/139/1364

Farm Name: Pravin Mangoes
Address: At Post. Saundale, Tal. Devgad,
Pin-416804
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