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URGES STATES TO ORDER DIRECTLY

MSAMB creates alternate supply chain of onions

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS

PUNE, APRIL4

THE ONGOING lockdown, which
has resulted in the disruption of
the supply chain of fresh vegeta-
bles, has prompted the

Maharashtra State Agricultural
Marketing Board (MSAMB) to
create an alternate marketing
chain for onions.

In a bid to create a parallel
supply chain, the MSAMB has

collated an exhaustive list of
onion farmers and traders, and
circulated the same across the
country for markets to deal
with directly.

Sunil Pawar, managing direc-
tor of MSAMB, said the idea was
to ensure an alternate market
chain s created, which will feed
retail markets in this time of cri-
sis. While wholesale fruits and
vegetable markets are nor part
of the lockdown, most are either
functioning with skeletal staff or
have suspended business for the

time period. Most of the impor-
tant onion markets in Nashik
have also seen labour migrating
to their respective states.

“The list we created has the
names and contacts of almostall
important farmer groups and
traders in the important mar-
ket,” Pawar said. “This list was
circulated across the country
with instructions of them being
contacted directly if necessary.”

Maharashtra is the coun-
try's largest onion producer,
cornering about 34 per cent of

the national production. The
kitchen staple is transported
from markets of Nashik to
states like Punjab, West Bengal,
and Bihar. The bulb is trans-
ported to northern states via
railways, while it is transported
to southern ones via trucks.
Pawar said the lockdown
and the disruption of the sup-
ply chain has provided a unique
opportunity for farmer groups
and farmer producer compa-
nies (FPCs) to create an alterna-
tive marketing chain. “In case of

onions, we are planning to up-
date this list regularly to include
more active farmer groups to
the list. Once established, this
will enable creation of an alter-
nate marketing chain,” he said.
For farmers, this means an al-
most eight to ten per cent in-
crease in realisation, as they do
not have to face deduction in
terms of market fees. In addi-
tion, the creation of an alternate
marketing chain will help keep
prices stable, especially in times
of glut.
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hindustantimes

Export of agri commodities
increases despite lockdown

AbhayKhairnar
= abhay.khaimar@htlive.com

PUNE: India’s export of agricul-
ture based commodities such as
garlic, lemons, chilies and
bananas have been higher this
yearthan previous years, despite
thenational lockdown.

According to an official from
the Maharashtra state agricul-
tural marketing board
(MSAMB), India’s exportin April
and May 2020 has been higher
than May 2019.

The MSAMB export data
showsthatfrom April1toMay 19
thisyear, thetotal exportofgarlic
stoodat 1168 metrictonnes while
it was 846 metric tonneslast year
duringthecorresponding period.

Lemonsalsoreportedahigher
export with 653 metric tonnes
compared to 283 metric tonnes
last year while chillies stood at
1522 metric tonnes compared to
1409 metric tonnes last year and
bananas at 33948 metric tonnes
which was 23456 metric tonnes
lastyear.

Most of the export happened
through the sea route and for
countries in the Middle East. Sri

EXPORTS FROM APRIL 1TO MAY 19,
ACCORDING TO MSAMB

u The MSAMB export data shows
that from April1to May 19 this
year, the total export of garlic
stood at 1168 metric tonnes
whileit was 846 metric tonnes
last year during the corre-
sponding period.

m Lemons also reported a higher
export with 653 metric tonnes
compared to 283 metric tonnes
last year while chillies stood at
1522 metric tonnes compared to

Lanka, Bangladesh, and other
neighbouring countries. Man-
goes and grapes were the only
fruitthat went by airto Europe.

MSAMB managing director
SunilPawarsaid, “Despite other
sectorsaffected badly dueto Cov-
id-19, we have been able to save
theagriculture export.”

According to Pawar, agricul-
ture exportmainly increasedfor
bananas, lemons, chilies, and
garlic.

“During theperiod from April

1409 metric tonnes last year
and bananas at 33948 metric
tonnes which was 23456 metric
tonnes last year.

m Most of the export happened
through the sea route and for
countries in the Middle East, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, and other
neighbouring countries.
Mangoes and grapes were the
only fruit that went by air to
Europe.

1to May 19, total 17051 metric ton-
nes commodities were exported
from JNPT and airways and
almost 90 percentage of share is
from Maharashtra. In the same
period during 2019, a total 18389
metric tonnes commodities got
exported whichshowsonly 7 per
centlessthanprevious year.”
Pawar said the state govern-
menthascreated the centralcon-
trol room at Vashi in Mumbai
which has helped to give single
window licencesfor evervthing.
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