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‘Centre to set up 3 hortic

Times of Ind|a 04/06/2025
4 %,

units in Maha, says Chouhan

Anurag.Bende
@timesofindia.com

Pune: Union agriculture
minister Shivraj Singh Cho-
uhan on Tuesday announ-
ced that Central govt will set
up three horticulture facili-

ties for grapes, orangesand
pomegranates in Pune, Nag-

pur and Solapur at a cost of
Rs300 crore under its clean
plants programme. These

facilities among others will

offer farmers healthy sap-
lings for production of
Crops.

“State has shown a path
to the entire country by pro-
ducing fine qualities of gra-
pes, pomegranates, orang-
es, vegetables, and other ag-
ricultural produce. Centre
willhelp the farmersincrea-
se production and get better
returns for their crops,” he
said while attending an agri
hackathon organised at Ag-
riculture College in Pune.

CallingMaharashtrathe
horticulture hub of the co-

\Qtry, he said during his re-

'Union agriculture mlnister Shivraj Slngh Chouhan with chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday

cent visits to various states,
farmers came up with comp-
laints of not getting healthy
saplings. “Some private
companies are also provi-
ding saplings that appear to
be healthy, but when the yi-
eld comes, some bacteria or
viruses are found in them,”
Chauhansaid.

Hesaid Centre willsetup
nine facilities across the co-
untry to boost horticulture,
of which three will be in Ma-
harashtra. “The one in Pune
will focus on grapes, while
the facilities in Nagpur and

Solapur will work on sap-
lings of oranges and pomeg-
ranatesrespectively.”

CM Devendra Fadnavis
said state govt will provide
the necessary help to win-
ners of Agri Hackathon so
that they can convert their
innovations into successful
start-ups. “Climate change
has affected agriculture
production, and the use of
technology can address the
problem.” Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar and state agriculture
minister Manikrao Kokate
were also present.
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Union minister Shivraj Chouhan
announces 9 clean plant facilities,
state to get three worth Rs 300 cr

SHUBHAM KURALE
PUNE,JUNE3

SPEAKING AT the prize distribu-
tion ceremony of India's first Agri
Hackathon in Pune on Tuesday,
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan an-
nounced the launch of "Clean
Plant Programme” to establish
nine horticultural facilities
across the country. Chouhan re-
vealed that three of these facili-
ties will be located in
Maharashtra, for grapes in Pune,
oranges in Nagpur, and pome-
granates in Solapur, with an in-
vestment of Rs 300 crore.
Addressing the gathering
that included Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,
Minister of Higher & Technical
Education Chandrakant Patil,
State Agriculture Minister
Manikrao Kokate, Horticulture
Minister Bharat Gogawale, and
others, Chouhan hxghhghted
Maharashtra s leadership in

been persistent challenges, such
as a lack of healthy horticultural
plants in nurseries. One cannot
predict the disease beforehand,
and later, when the plant grows
fully, it is found with multiple
diseases. So the Government of
India is launching a ‘Clean Plant
Programme'’ to provide virus-

free, disease-free plants through
dedicated nurseries.”

The clean plant initiative will
get expert technical guidance
from Israel and the Netherlands,
while thisinitiative will comple-
ment advanced nurseries, with
investments of Rs 3 crore for
large nurseries and Rs 1.5 crore
for mid-sized nurseries. These
nurseries are expected to pro-
vide 8 crore disease-free plants.

Chouhan emphasised that
PM Modi's vision of Viksit Bharat
can only be possible through
Viksit Kheti and farmer welfare.
“We have over 16,000 scientists
inventing in 113 Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
centres, but their research solu-
tions haven't reached the farms
yet. We are working on Lab-Land
synthesis that will end this dis-
connect,” he stated.

Devendra Fadnavis thanked
Chouhan for launching the
‘Clean Plant Initiative’ from Pune
and the allocation of 20
lakh homes through the Rural
Development Ministry. “With
Maharashtra being the horticul-
ture basket of the country, this
initiative will help grow horticul-

Fadnavis
gent need for technological in-
tervention in agriculture to com-
bat climate change, rising input
costs, and declining productiv-

ity.
Despite agriculture engaging

mﬁstammamn:

TN

45 per cent of the state's popu-
lation, an increasing farm labour
shortage poses significant chal-
lenges. “Technological innova-
tion like Al blockchain, machine
learning and others is the only
way to address farmers’ growing
concerns,” he noted.

The hackathon showcased
various innovative solutions, in-
cluding an Al-based chatbot pro-
viding scientific solutions to
farmers in Marathi, a cotton har-
vester with Al-led complete crop
management, crop protection
modules against wild animals,
and wireless fertigation systems
based on Israeli practices for pre-
cise nutrient delivery and water
conservation.

Fadnavis announced plans to
utilise the state government’sRs
120 crore startup dedicated Fund
of Funds along with a similar
Central government fund, to pro-
vide incubation and financial
support for converting partici-
pant ideas into scalable start-
ups. “Maharashtra leads in agri
startups in the country, and by
empowering startups from tier
2, tier 3 cities, we will make them
commercially marketable, keep-
ing farmer welfare in mind,” he
added.

The Chief Minister also em-
phasised bringing a crop cover
scheme with the central govern-
ment’s support to protect farm-
ers from extreme weather-re-
lated crop losses.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Union minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Deputy Chief

MmisterAjntPawarpmsentadlequetoﬂlemnnér ~up of the hackathon on Tuesday. Express
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